
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT MIDDLE DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:
MEDIATION PROGRAM for 
the MIDDLE DISTRICT of                                                        Misc. No. 98-04 (BEG)
PENNSYLVANIA, HARRISBURG 
DIVISION 

ORDER 

 AND NOW, this 9th day of December, 1998, it is hereby ORDERED that a Mediation Program
shall be established for the Harrisburg Division of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the
Middle District of Pennsylvania.

 It is hereby Ordered that a panel of Certified Mediators shall be sworn and shall be thereafter
authorized to mediate disputes in adversary or contested matters, pursuant to specific orders
issued from this Court.

The court shall maintain a list of all persons certified as Mediators.

To be certified as a Mediator, a person must:

(1) be admitted to practice before this Court;

(2) have successfully completed a recognized training program for mediation;

(3) submit a properly completed Application to be Certified as a Mediator;

(4) have been determined by this Court to be competent to perform the duties of a Mediator;

 Each person certified as a Mediator shall take the oath or affirmation prescribed by 28 U.S.C.
§453 before serving as a Mediator.

 The Court may for cause remove anyone from the list of Certified Mediators.



Mediators shall be disqualified for bias or prejudice as provided by 28 U.S.C. §144 and shall
disqualify themselves in any circumstances under which a judge or justice would be required
under 28 U.S.C. § 455 to disqualify themselves.

The services of a Mediator shall be provided pro bono unless otherwise agreed to by the parties.
An individual certified as a Mediator shall not be called upon more than twice in a twelve month
period to serve as a Mediator without prior approval of the Mediator.

Upon referral of a case to mediation, the court shall promptly serve the order of referral to the
Mediator, all counsel and any unrepresented party. The order shall include the address and
telephone number and facsimile number of the mediator, counsel, and unrepresented parties. The
date of the mediation session shall be a date within thirty (30) days from the date of the order of
referral.

The appointment shall be considered effective unless the designee rejects the appointment within
five (5) days.

The scheduling of a Mediation conference in a case shall occur according to the Local Rules of
the District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania, L.R. 16.8.5(c) and (d).

The Mediation conference itself shall be conducted according to the Local Rules of the District
Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania, L.R. 16.8.6.

It is so ORDERED.

 BY THE COURT

 ROBERT J. WOODSIDE

 CHIEF BANKRUPTCY JUDGE

HARRISBURG, PA

DATED: December 9, 1998






